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RMH Gala Dinner

In June 2005 we held what we hope will be the
first of many Ronald McDonald House Gala Din-
ners to raise funds for the charity. The event
took place within the sumptuous surroundings of
the Roman Baths and Pump Rooms in Bath.

Over 120 guests were treated with a champagne
reception and four course dinner as well as en-
tertainment. They were encouraged to bid gen-
erously for auction items ranging from an Aga
saucepan to a luxury holiday in Dubai!

We were overwhelmed by the strength of the
support shown by our guests and the evening
raised a fantastic £18,000 to go towards the
costs of our extension project.

We would like to extend our thanks to the many
local businesses who donated raffle prizes.

New Build Update

You will probably remember from the last
edition of Focus that RMH is planning to ex-
tend its facilities and add another five bed-
rooms. We would like to give a massive
thank you to all those who responded so
generously and donated money to the New
Build Appeal.

Since then we have been working hard rais-

ing money and have applied for funding from

the Ronald McDonald Children’s Charities, who originally gave us a grant to
set up the house. We are very pleased to announce that RMCC have ap-
proved our application and we now have enough money to cover the costs of
the building work that will take place.

However, it doesn’t stop there! We still need to raise more money to cover the
costs of decorating and furnishing the interior, and of course money to cover
the daily running costs.

One way that you can help to ensure that RMH continues to offer its services
to the families of the future is by sponsoring a bedroom. Read more about this
on page two. \
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Welcome to this issue of Focus!
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The charity has continued to go from
strength to strength since the last
issue. The plans to redevelop the
bungalow have been delayed due to
planning issues. We are hoping that
these problems will be resolved fairly
soon as our waiting lists of families
in need of accommodation still cause
us concern.

All of the money that has been do-
nated to RMH goes directly into im-
proving the service and facilities that
we provide for our families, and |
know that they appreciate this.

Not all of our support has been of
the financial kind. A voluntary group
called Friends for Parents often do-
nates snacks, cakes and biscuits for
our families. Their continued sup-
port means so much to us. For the
second year running GE Capital
have carried out their Community
Challenge here at RMH. You can
read all about their generosity on
page three.

| am also pleased to welcome Lucie
to our team. She has joined to hel

us cope with the in- H
creasing number of
fundraising events we
organise each year. | [
She is already an as- B

set to the team and we
hope that she has a long and pro-
ductive future with us.

Finally, we would love to hear your
views so please write to us with your
comments.

Happy reading!!!

Charity Manager
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Emily’s Family Say Thanks

Chris Williams and Tara Jelley are from Cornwall.
They have been raising £3000 to sponsor a room in
our new extension. Here they tell us why it was so
important to them.
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Chris & Tara’s Tips for Success

e Get everyone in your community involved- it can
bring you closer and can help gain recognition for
your child’s illness.

« Keep it simple, but make sure you advertise it a
best as you can.

« Don't be scared to ask for donations/sponsorship
from your local community, businesses and friends.

e Think of what the house has meant to you, and ho
your time in Bristol would have been without it- th
is the same way that families feel now when they ar
told the house is full.

at

There are still two bedrooms to sponsor in the new build,

and 16 in the current house.

The money raised from

sponsoring the bedroom will be used to help cover the

costs of re-decoration and upkeep of the house.

If you are interested in sponsoring a bedroom, please

contact us on 0117 9081375.
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Since opening our doors in November 2002, we have h
ine, after this much use, RMH was beginning to show

Staff from GE Capital in Bristol carried out a team
challenge at the house for the second year running.
Over 15 people were involved, and the worst affected
communal areas benefited greatly from a lick of paint

ad nearly 2000 families stay in the house. As you
signs of wear and tear. Now, thanks to two separa
of volunteers, we have had a mini face lift, and ar

can imag-
te groups
e looking fresh once more!

As part of the McDonald’s World Children’s

Day, staff from McDonald’s Central Region Head
Office and from stores around Bristol donated their time to
Ronald McDonald House.

thanks to the GE Capital staff and their brushes and roll-

ers. After travelling from Birmingham and

around the Bristol region, they found the
energy to carry out a

Not content with this achievement,
they also found time to cook an
evening meal for our families and thorough spring clean of
perform an amazing transformation the kitchen and other
in the lower part of our garden. areas.

In addition, the

company  also

generously do-
nated items from our wish list, which
will increase the comfort of all of the
families who stay with us.

McDonald’s  mainte-

nance and office staff

worked side by side to

paint one of the bed-

rooms and the reception area. Garden-
ers from local company DGS Landscapes
applied finishing touches to the garden,

The team really enjoyed their visit to

the house, and are welcome back any The volunteers also came armed with
time! goodies for the families to nibble on.

We would like to thank all the volunteers who come into the house and help us to keep it in good condi tion- it
really does make a difference to the comfort of all of our guests, whilst saving us money

which can be put to good use elsewhere!
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I have worked in the Bristol Royal Hospital for Children for many years. My

main role has been as a Consultant Anaesthetist looking after children of all
ages and sizes, some undergoing complex surgery requiring time in the Pae-
diatric Intensive Care Unit, others requiring day surgery.

Since 1991 | have been closely involved in the development, planning, design
and running of the new hospital. The time and involvement of families in the
care of their children has changed considerably since | first started work in
the NHS (visiting times of one or two hours a day are long gone!) and this has
been reflected in the facilities provided in the new hospital.

More importantly for families there has been the development of facilities for
family accommodation and a greater awareness that such facilities are es-
sential for the health and wellbeing of the child. We are fortunate in Bristol to
have a number of these facilities and the Ronald McDonald House was de-
veloped at the same time as the new Hospital.

When | first worked in children's hospitals (in Europe, Australia and the USA)
very few children were treated as a day case but we now try and manage all
children on a short stay/day case model. This inevitably means that those
children who actually have to stay in hospital are either undergoing complex | -
surgery or are seriously ill. Many of these children have been transferred to
the specialist children's hospital from long distances and therefore the family
desperately needs the support of the facilities that we provide at Ronald
McDonald House.
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| WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT RMH AND THE FAMILIES WHO STAY THERE

I would like to help Ronald McDonald House help even more families, and enclose a cheque for the sum of

e (Please make cheques payable to Ronald McDonald House)
NAME. ..

0 [0 | =SSP
................................................................................... POSt COdE...cccooeiiociieee e

Please Gift Aid your donation. By Gift Aiding your donation, you can make your donation

worth more. For every pound you give us, we can get an extra 28p from the Inland reve-

nue. So just tick the box, it's as simple as that!

- 1would like to Gift Aid my donation [

Name person Gift Aiding the donation if joint donation........... ...

Ronald McDonald House will not use your name or address for any purpose other than Gift Aid. In order to Gift Aid your donation, you must pay

income/capital gains tax equal to that which we will claim back in a tax year.

Return to: Ronald McDonald House, Royal Fort Rd, Bristol, BS2 8DH



